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Looking Back 

“You have two hands. One to help yourself, the second to help others.” 

We Will Help was put together to reach out and help, and it is on this ideology that we move 

ahead, aiming to provide an open dialog between those who need help and those who can 

provide aid. The WWH team has been looking at every opportunity to uplift the masses and 

truly distinguish themselves within the four programs that we have put up: Project Gyan, 

Project Swaasthya, Project Swabhimaan, and Project Saamudayik Vikas. In this report, we are 

going to rewind and have a look at what we did and how we can do more in the years to come. 
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Project Gyan 

 

 

1. Bookpixies, an amazing initiative came from a highly acclaimed members of the Social 

Impact frontrunner, Idobro, Meghna Apparao, Neha Bhagtani and Sumeet Chatterjee. 

Through this initiative, they have contributed 100+ books to our NALANDA Library, the 

only library in Aarey Milk Colony. WWH thanks Bookpixies and its partner Idobro for this 

wonderful initiative in contributing to the cause of reading! 

 

2. Another amazing partnership took place this year, when we, collaborated with 

CONCENTRIX, a Fortune 500 company. Through their help and support and 

conscientiousness, we were able to boost a new Computer Training Centre. 

 

3. Project Gyan has been one our focus for the longest time and it will continue. It has been 

especially amazing to continue receiving support from one of our trusted partnerships, TCS. 

The books donation drive on 15th August saw a lovely Independence Day descend on to 
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Aarey Milk Colony. We received 2000 notebooks to be donated to children of the different 

units, encouraging the power of education. 

 

4. In coordination with the Youth Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. 

Vincent Pallotti, our volunteer and friend, Ms. Christine Vaz, organized and ran a 

wonderful colouring workshop for our little ones from the units in Aarey. It was so much 

fun and was the highlight of our days with Project Gyan. 
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Project Swaasthya  

 

 

1. We had a special Independence Day at WWH and it has been an amazing ride. With our 

partner, the Save Aarey community, we combined the need of the hour, a cleanliness drive 

with another essential need, a tree plantation drive. With a direct attack on our health arisig 

due to the proposal of a Metro Shed at Aarey, we would be looking at cutting down of 

trees in the lungs of Mumbai. In awareness and in solidarity with the Save Aarey Group, 

we gathered the children of St. John the Evangelist School, Marol and the Aarey residents 

and went ahead planting 200 trees in the vicinity. With the young and the old joining hands 

towards nature’s concern, we were able to do a good job and have smiling face of children, 

who contributed to helping our environment and in turn, our health. With more trees now 

in Aarey, we are looking at strong pillars absorbing CO2, the recycling of soil nutrients, a 

shade above our heads and visibly improved air quality and oxygen levels. 
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Project Swabhimaan 

 

 

1. LLIM students were highly excited to get up and running with their bit for the Women 

Empowerment – “Project Swabhimaan” program that we run. They went on to transform 

lives of underprivileged women by aiding them to make delicately woven hand-made diyas, 

which can be then sold to corporates and be used as personal gifts as well. We were graced 

by the presence of Amin Sheikh, who had spent his childhood as a street-child, and was 

now, transforming the lives of street children around Mumbai. He is also an acclaimed 

International author. 

 

2. The Aarey Film Festival on July 19, 2015 at New Zealand Hostel, Aarey Milk Colony, 

Goreagaon (E), Mumbai was a different atmosphere this time around. WWH partnered with 

Save Aarey were there and we had the best time viewing films, animations and 

documentaries on our beloved Aarey. Beyond this, the festival offered many interesting 
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sessions like how to react to a man-animal conflict by RAWW, a talk on Birds of Aarey by 

Sunjoy Monga, a talk on Leopard Census experience by Nikit Surve, Street Play, Nature 

Trail, Leopard Poster Exhibition, Gift a Tree, etc. One of our tribal children – Ms. Mayuri 

from Unit 22 performed the Inauguration Lavani dance. We were very happy to organize a 

bus to bring in children, women from around the padas for the 2.00 pm show which was 

well appreciated by all. 

 

Additionally, our tribal ladies were able to display the traditional terracotta clay diyas 

which were aesthetically hand-painted with love and care personally by the tribal 

women. These had many variations, a personalized touch if you may. It was a wonderful 

feeling to have this project find its way to the Aarey Film Festival. 

 

3. Sewing lessons for our women was another feature of this year. We coordinated and has 

our women learn an important skill which could help them contribute to the livelihood 

situation in their household. 
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Project Saamudhayik Vikas 
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1. The proposed Metro III car shed would be a devastating blow to the lungs of Mumbai as 

they would feature not only felling of trees but also a direct harm to our environment, which 

is an unacceptable notion. To aid our Aarey tribals who respect nature enough to know that 

this is hazardous to not only them but the entire City of Mumbai. Our WWH volunteers 

along with other NGOs and nature lovers gathered at Aarey Colony on 15th February, early 

in the morning to protest against the MMRDA's proposal to remove 2,298 tress to set up 

the proposed Metro III car shed. 

 

Leading this fight were our WWH Volunteers – Kishore Mankar, Surendra Sonawane (our 

Computer tutor), Prashant Gawli and Amol Gaikwad who have are vocal about the 

devastating effects of this mass deforestation effort in the name of development of Mumbai 

Metro. Aarey Colony has long been the only remaining forest corridor situated in the heart 

of the city and is a needed area for various environmental, health and progress aspects.  
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2. On 14th February, when the world was celebrating Valentine’s day, we introduced 

Mumbaikars to our very own Tribal Lunch, a sit-up down in the tribal villages of Aarey. 

Here, we prepared a seating arrangement for crowds of city dwellers to escape to taste the 

authentic food of the tribal and to experience the freshness of village life without having to 

travel beyond Mumbai. It was a success as we not only helped our women and families to 

present their delicious and delectable food to Mumbaikars but also the handicrafts they 

prepared with love, care and quality with their own hands.  

 

In this effort, we hope to continue to train women to earn their living through their skills 

and be efficient at handling expenses and calculating their profits. 
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Miscellaneous 

1.  Save Aarey Group introduced the Leopard Conversation Photography Contest, a 

photography contest, in association with Sanctuary Asia Magazine and Wildlife 

Conservation Society. This pan-India event is the first of its kind and went on to be a highly 

successful event with entries coming in from afar. The proceeds of all the entries would be 

donated to WWH and all the programs that aid the growth and development of tribal 

families residing in Aarey. This was a unique collaboration and we were proud of our tie-

up with Save Aarey in this endeavour. 
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2. Rakshabandhan or Raksha Bandhan is an auspicious day celebrated all around the globe 

with a lot of zeal and enthusiasm. On this day, we received a very special gift! A gift of 

love – a Special Rakhi from our partner SAVE AAREY. We were overwhelmed this 

amazing gesture. And, we will continue supporting and standing by our partner SAVE 

AAREY in all its endeavours to protect Aarey Milk Colony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 






















